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Embossed Background Paper (Photoshop)

Tip of the Week by Jen White on November 1, 2011

Sometime you just need a little extra ‘something’ to spiffy up a scrapbook page 
without stealing interest from the subject.

Embossing a shape into your background might be just the thing that makes the 
difference. Try it out and see what you think...

Step 1: Create a New Document

     • Create a new document (File > New) at 300ppi with a white background.

Step 2: Add a Background Paper

     • Open a background paper (File > Open). I’m using the SolidTaupe paper from At Home by Paislee 
Press.
     • Get the Move tool.
     • Holding down the Shift key, click on the paper and drag it onto your scrapbook page.
     • Close the original background paper.

Step 3: Add an Element, Shape, or Stroke

     • Open an element (File > Open) with an interesting outline. I’m using Leaves1 from At Home by Paislee 
Press.
     • Click on the element and drag it onto your scrapbook page.
     • Close the original element.

http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/at-home-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/at-home-kit/
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Step 4: Apply an Emboss Layer Style

     • In the Menu Bar, choose Layer > Layer Style > Bevel and Emboss.
     • In the dialog box, change the Style to Emboss.
     • Move the Size slider to 0 pixels and click OK.

Step 5: Duplicate the Paper and Move It

     • In the Layers panel, activate the paper layer by clicking on it.
     • Press Ctrl J (Mac: Cmd J) to duplicate the paper layer.
     • Press Ctrl ] (Mac: Cmd ]) to move the duplicated paper 
layer to the top of the Layers panel.

Step 6: Clip the Paper Down

     • In the Layers panel, choose Layer > Create Clipping Mask.

Step 7: Lower the Layer Style Opacity

     • In the Layers panel, activate the element layer.
     • Lower the Opacity of this layer to around 50% or whatever looks good to you.
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Here are more examples showing what can be done with this technique using the same paper and different 
elements:

Above: Swirl-Doodle from our Sugar and Spice kit.

Above: Flourish-Border from our Cherish This Moment kit.

Above: WordArt3 from our Back 2 School - Whimsy kit.

Above: And never underestimate the powerful addition of just a straight line or two.

Credits:
Tip of the Week - Embossed Paper by Jen White
Paper: At Home by Paislee Press
Elements:
At Home kit by Paislee Press kit
Sugar and Spice kit
Cherish This Moment kit
Back 2 School - Whimsy kit
Software: Photoshop CS5

Leap Frog To The Next Level!

Rather than learning a bit here and a bit there, why not leap frog to the next level? 
Our Learn Digital Scrapbooking class takes you step-by-step from rank beginner to 
confident digital scrapbooker in a fraction of the time!

Find out more about the Learn Digital Scrapbooking class.

http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/sugar-and-spice-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/cherish-this-moment-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/back2school-whimsy-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/at-home-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/sugar-and-spice-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/cherish-this-moment-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/kits/back2school-whimsy-kit/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/classes/
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If you enjoyed this Tip of the Week, be sure to sign up to receive 
the Digital Scrapper Tip of the Week newsletter.

For training in more Advanced Topics (at a grab-it-now! price), 
become a Premier member!

http://www.scrappersguide.com/tip-of-the-week/
http://www.scrappersguide.com/premier/

